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PreAP Biology

Whales: Walking Into the Past

1. What is hidden inside the streamlined body of modern whales?

2. Why did scientists have trouble deciding if the whale was a fish or mammal?

3. How did he know that the site in Pakistan was an ancient seashore?

4. What did the team assume the fossils were when they first found them?

5. What structure did they find that is unique to whales?

6. How long ago did Pakicetus live?  What did Gingerich hypothesize about this species?

7. What unique structures did he find with Basilosaurus?

8. What are the names of the three whales he found in the 1990s?  How were they like Pakicetus?

9. What new structures did he find with Rodhocetus?

10. What did Rodhocetus combine the features of?

11. What are the whale’s closest living relatives?

