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                    Symbiosis Assignment
	Symbiosis is a close, permanent ecological relationship between organisms of two different species.  Ecologists use a different term for each type of symbiotic relationship:

· Mutualism – both species benefit

· Commensalism – one species benefits, the other is unaffected

· Parasitism – one species benefits, the other is harmed



Relationship # 1- The Carrion beetle feeds on dead organisms. It carries Mites on its back. The mites do not hurt or harm the beetle; instead, the mites feed on the eggs that flies have laid on the dead organisms. 
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Relationship #2- The Plover is a bird that feeds on parasites living on the back of the Rhinoceros. The rhinoceros is healthier after the plover eats the insects.
[image: image2.jpg]



Relationship #3 – A Cleaner shrimp eats parasites off of a Moray eel. The moray eel is healthier after the cleaning. 
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Relationship # 4- The Egret is a bird that follows herds of Cows. The egrets eat food. The cows are unaffected.
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Relationship # 5- Indian paintbrush flower gets nutrients and energy from the Texas bluebonnet (different flower). The bluebonnet is weaker and more susceptible to disease.
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Relationship # 6- The Caterpillar is covered with the Wasp larvae (eggs). The wasp’s larvae will feed on the caterpillar until it dies. The wasp larvae gain energy from the caterpillar.
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